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1 has been propoſed, 25-a Thing that might be. 
attended with many good Confequences, 10 
Animate and Regulate PRIVATE MEET- - 
INGS ef. Religious People for the Exercifos: 
of Religion. 

A Decay coming upon nem, in many Places, ip* 
is thouzhe proper to Reprint what was Publiſhed | 
ina Treatiſe ot, Tas to Do Good, more than 
Ten Tears ago. Which is. in uch Terms as 
theſe, .—— | 
4 IT is very certain, That where ſuch Private e 
Alectings under a good Conduct, hae been keyg 
all C, te- Cilag whish bave compoſes tnem. . 
” &-35 hause 
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haye like ſo many Coal of the Altar kept one another 


alive, and kept up a lively Chriftianity in the 


Neighbourhood, Such S:cieties have been tried, 
and ſtrong Engines, to uphold the Power of Godli- 
neſs. The throwing up of ſuch Societies, has been 
accompanied with a Viſible Decay cf Godlineſi, 
The leſs Love to them, the leſs Uſe of them, there 


4 


there; the leſs there has been ot the Kingdom of 


has been in a Place, the leſs has Gedlineſs flouriſhed 
GOD. 


IHE Rules obſerved by ſome, ASSOCIATED 
FAMILIES may be offered on this Occafion with 
Jome Advantage. They will tell us wbat Geod 


may be done by ſuch Societies in a Neighbourhocd, 


1. IT is to be propoſed, that about a Dezen Fa- 


milies, more or leſs, ofa Vicinity, agree to mett 
(the Men and their Wives) at each others Houſes, 


once in a Fortnight, or a Month, at ſuch a Time 


as may be agreed upon, and ſpend a conv: nee = 
quantity of Time together, in the Exercije, of 


Religion. 

II. THE Exerciſes of Religion for 2 Meetirg, 
are; For the Brethren to Begin and Conclude with 
PRANVERS in their Turns; tor PSALMS to be 
Sung; and for SERMONS to he Repeated. 

III. II were defireable, for the Miniſters now 


and pray with them, and Ir.tt: uct them, and Exboit 
them, as rey may tee Occaſion. 

17/7, THE Candidates ef the Miniſtry may. do 
Well, to periorm fome of their Fir Services 
dere, an} here apen and mould themlſeives lor 
* arther Services. — | 

I, ON. ſpeci! 3): ion of the Meeting, ſhould 


— 


and ther, to afford their Preſence at the Me et irg, 


de, with Anta er:, do ask che Birthngs of 


tea ven 
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her Heaven on the Family, where they are Aſſembled, 
the as well as o the reſt: That with the wondrous 
ed, Force of United Prayers, Two or Three may agree 
dli= ' on Earth to aſk ſucn * as are to be done for 
een the Families, by our Father which 1s in the 
eff, Heavens. | | 
ere VI. SUCH a Meeting ſhould look upon them- 
hed ſelves as bound up in one Bundle of Love, and 
1 of count themſelves obliged, in very clofe, and ſtr ong 
Bonds, to be ſerviceable unto one another. 
ED IF any One in the Society ſhall fall into Aﬀ'c- 
viih tion, all the Reſt ſhould ſtudy preſently to Relicve 
cod and Support the Afflicted Perſon in all the ways 
ded, jmaginable, | — 
IF ary ſhould fall into Temptation, the Reſt 
Fa- ſuhould watch over him, and with the Spirit of 
nett Neckne ß, with the MeeknefS of Wiſdom, endeavour 
iſes, to recover him. 
ime IT ſhould be like a Law of the Meges and Per- 
cbt fans to the whole Society, that they will upon all 
z of QOccifions, lovinely Give, and as lovingly Take. 
mu' ual Admonitions of any thing that they ſee a- 
tirp, mils in one another. ; 
xiin VII. AND ir is not eaſy to reckon up the good 
> be Offices, that ſuch a Society may do to many others . 
as well as ro rhe Members whereof it is itſelf com- 
now pole). The Prayers of ſuch well diſpoſed Societies 
tig, may ferch down marvellous Favours from Heaven 
hoit on their Puff ors, whoſe Lives may be prolonged, 
a Gifts augmented, and Graces biightned, and 
y.do Lavyurs proipered, in anſwer to the Supplications 
vices ot ſuch Afﬀſocrated Families; and the Intereſts of 
s tor Keligion may be mighrily preſerved and promoted 
| in the whole Flock, by their Fervent Supplications, 
ul aid the Spirit of Grace mightily poured out upon. 
gs of rteRifing Generation. Tea, AM the. Land may. 


zar6 the better tor chem; Vl... 


(4) 
VIII. ESPECIALLY, when a S-ctety, ſhall ſer 
| apart, whole Pays for Prayer with Faiting before 
| the Lord, as it may be proper tor them to do now 
and then upon ſome Occaſions: The Succeſs of 
ſuch Days has been ſometimes very marvellcus : 
Aid the Szvorr of them left on the Minds of the 
Saints, who carried ticm on, has been ſuch as nota- 
bly co prepare them, to ſhow forth the Death of 
"| the Lord at his Table; Yea, ro meet with their 
own Death , when GOD pleaſes to Order it. 

IX. IT is very ſure, the Devotions firſt, and 
then after them the Conferences carried on in ſucha 
Society, will not only have a notable Tendency eo 
ll produce the Comfort cf Love in the Hearts of 
{| Good Men towards one another; Fur alſo their 
' Abilities will be thereby ſharpenc an] quickened.; 
| they Will bere.dre4 more Able, to ſerve many 

valuable Intereſts. „ 

b x. UNEXPECTED Opportuuities to Do Gord, 
| will ariſe unto ſuch a Society But eſpecially it a | 
Practice of this Importauce were once taken up; 
I bat the Men who compoſe the Society), woull 
now and then ſpend halt an Hour together by them- 
 FCelves, in conſi le ring on that Queſtion, What Gd 
ic there to be done. 

More particularly; | 

HO are to be called upon to do their Duty 
in coming to ſpecial Ordinance, ? 

WHO is in any ſpecial Adverſity, and wht 
Hall be done to comfort them? : 

IHA Contention or Variance may there Be 
among any Neighbours, and wbat may Be done for 

k the healing of it? : Ls 
; HA open. PMiſcarriages da any libe in; 
and who ſliall be. deſired to carry faithful Aw. 
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1 
Finally; WHAT is there to be done for the 
1 and Advancement of our Holy Reli- 


gion r 


the Primitive Times of Chriſtianity, there 
. uch uſe made of a ſaying which they e | 
unto Matthias the Apoſtle; Eau #afxte 'arwy 
«paprery aft d xkixroy, If the Neighbour of 
an Elett, or Godly Man Sin, the Godly Man has 
alſo Sinned. The Obligations of Neighbours 
warchtully to Admoniſh one another, were what 
that Saying intended. Oh! How much may Chriſ- 
tian Aſſociated in Religious Combinations, do by 
watchful and faithful Admonitions to prevent being 
Partakers in other Mens Sins 
THE Man that ſhall produce, and promote ſuch 


- Societies will do an unknown deal of good in the 


Neighbourhood, 3 

AND fo will he, thar ſhall help forward another 
Tort of Societies ; Namely, thoſe of YOUNG 
MEN ASSOCIATED. 

THE>E duely managed, have been incomparable 
Nrrſeries to the Churches, where the faithful 
Faftors have Countenanced them. Yonng Men are 
hereby preſerved from very many Temptations, 

ſcued from the Path. Fl the Deftroyer, corfirm- 
e in the right Way, of tbe Lord, and prepared 
mightiiy tor ſuch Religious Exerciſes as will be 
expected from them, when they come themſelves 
to be Howſholders, I will make a tender of ſome 
ORDERS, which have been obſerved in fome ſuch 
Societ ies. 

I. LET there be two Hour; at a Time ſet apart; 
and let there be two Prayers made by the Members 
of rhe So.7ety, in their Turns; between which let 
a SERMON be repeated; and there ſhould be the 
Sing ing of 2 FSALM annexed. ET 


—— 


that may 
take it 


be agreed upon. 


IT. LET all the Members of the Society Re ſolve 
to be Charitably watchful over one another: ne- 


ver xo Divulge one anothers Infirmit ies; always 


to inform and adviſe one another of every thing 
appear to call for an Admonition, and to 
indly, when they are Admoniſhed, 


III. LET all who are to be admitted, as Mem- 
bers of the Society, be accompanied by two or 
three ofthe reſt, unto the Miniſter of the Place, 
that they may receive his holy Counſels and Char- 
ges, and that every thing may be done with his 
Approbation; and ſo let their Names be added 


unto the Noll. 


IV. IF any Perſon thus enrolled among them, 
fall into a Scandalous Iniquity, Let the Rebukes 
of the Saciety be diſpenſed unto him, and let them 
forbid him eo come any more among them, until 
he bring ſuitable Expreſſions and Evidences of Re. 
pentance with him, 


V. LET the Liſt be once a Quarter called 
over; and then, It it be obſerved, that any of the 
Society have much abſented themſelves, Let there 


be ſome ſent unto them, to inquire the Reaſon of 


their Abſence; and it no Reaſon be given, bur 
Tuch as intimates an Apoſtacy from good Begin. 
nings, Let them upon obſtinacy, after loving and 
faithful Admonitions, be Obliterated. 


VT. ONCE in three Months, Let there be, if 
need be, a Collection, out of which the neceſſ :ry 


Charges of the Society ſhall be defravel, any rhe 


reft be employed upon ſuch Pio, Uſes as may 
VII. ONE 


© Wax, 
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1 
VII. ONCE in two Months, Lex the whole 
Tims of the Meeting be devoted unto Supplications 
for che Conver ſion and Salvation of the Riſing Ge- 
eration in the Land; Particularly, For the Suc- 
ceis of rne Goſpel in that Coogregation, whereto 
the Soctety belong. 


VIII. LET the whole Society, be exceedingly 
Careful, that their Diſcourſe while they are toge- 
t her, atter the other Services of Religion are over, 
have nothing in it, that ſhall have any Taint of 
Backbiting or Vamty, or the leaſt Relation to the 
Affairs of che Government, or to things which do 
rot Concern them, and do nor ſerve the Intereſts 
of Hclineſ5 in their own Converſation. Bur let 
their Diſcourſe be wholly on Matters of Religion, 
au thoſe alto, not the Diſputable and Controver- 
Matters, tur the Points of Practical Piety. 
Ihey may propeſe Queſtions upon this Intention, 
and every one in an orderly marner, cake his Li- 
erty to anſwer them, or they way go through 
the Catechiſm, and one ar one Time, another at 
another, hear all the reit Recite rhe Anſwers 
thereot. Or they may be orterwife directed by 
their Paſtors, to fp their Time together 
Profitably. LT 


IX. LET -v:ry Perſon in rhe Soricty, look upon 
it, as a Special Iaſt ji.cumberr on him, to look our 
tor lome other topetut Yourg Man, and uſe all 
proper Pains ro engage bim in the Reſulutions of 
Godlinefi, until he alto ſhall be joued unto the 
Society. Ani when a Society fhall be in this Way 
uicreate.) unto a hr Number, Let ir ſwarm into 
more, Who may hol an utefulCorreſpendence with 
Oc another. 

THE 
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THE Man, who ſhall be the Inſtrument of fer: 


ting up ſuch a Societ y in a Place, cannot compre. 
hend unto what a long and Rich Train of Good - 


Conſequences, he is become Inſtrumental, - 


AND they that ſh:ll in ſuch a Society together 
carry on the Duries ot Chriſtianity, and the Praiſes 
of a Glorious CHRIST, will have upon them. 
ſelves, a Bleſſed Symptom that they fhall be toge. 
ther Aſſociated in the Heavenly City, and in the 
Bleſſedneſs that ſhall never have an End. 
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Pure and Peaceable 


. iſdom. 


Delivered unto a RELIG10US SoeiET x, 
On the Firſt Day of their Meeting. 


-—m— _ 
tt * 


HOULD our Gracious GOD open our Eyes to 
Diſcern and incline our Hearts to Regard, 

de Good Things of His Houſe and Kingdom, 
wherewith He abundantly ſatisfies us, and the 
Vaters of the Sanctuary, which run into our very 
Doors, we could not without a Prodigy of Ingra- 
tirule and Stupidity do any other, than lift up our 


Hands to Heiven, ard ſay concerning this Place, 


Happy art thou, O People; Who is like untg i heel 
WS are this Day ente ing on the Enjoyment of Ad- 
vanrages, which many dire to ſee and cannot; 


Advantages to improve in PIETY, and Edify one 


another; Advantages to do thoſe Things which 
may render our Lives Uſetul and our Deaths Gain» 
ful. Bur becaule we read of ſome who know not 
the Day of their Þ i/itation, I have choſen thoſe 
3 of GOD our SAVIOUR for our Admo- 
nition. 


R LuEKR 


Pure and Peaceable Wiſdom, 
Lux XIX. 42. 


If thou had/t known, even thou, at leaſt 


in this thy day, the things which be- 
long unto thy Peace. 


HO ſpoke theſe Words, and of 
whom, and when, and why, is 
well known unto us. Wat I 
am immediately to endeayour, 


upon them. Firſt, What are the Things that be. 
long unto our Peace? Then, What it is for us to 
know theſe things? And laftly, When it may be 


Faid, that a Day jor that Purpoſe is vouchlafed 


unto us ? 


WE are to Corfiler, 
I. WHAT are the Things that belong unto 
our Peace. | 
PEACE is a very comprehenſive Word. It may 
in the Notation of it be ſomewhat Narrow. The 
Engliſh Word, Peace, as the Latin Pax, cques 
[a Patt ione] from a Word that ſianifigs, C ovenant- 
ing. The Greek Word, { E:;g7vn d. . 8 20 6% 2.95. 
aConnectendo, Iſtrictly taken intimates no more than 
a Knitting together. But in the Acceptat ion of it, 
it is exceeding Broad It comprehends all man- 
ner of Good. The moſt compreher five Salutation 
the Holy Language can find, is, Peace be to you. 
IN One Word, then, Whatever Tends to pro- 
more our Preſent and Future Melfare, is to be rec- 
koned among the Things that belong unto ow 
"TRacs.. YOL 
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the Morning-Stars that ſung for Joy, 
in the mention of, Peace on Earth, upon it. Our 


with the Keen Darts o! Juſtice in His Hand, ready 


Thn! This Man ( who is more than a 
ſhall be our Peace | Now by Faith it is, that we 
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YOU ſhall hear what the chief of them are. 


THE Fitft is, FAITH. GOD and the Unbel:e- 
ver, are in Il Terms with each other. As rhe 
Carnal Mind is Enmity againſt GOD, fo, GOD 
is angry with the Wicked every Day, Yea, ſuch 
is His Anger as to Swear in His Wrath ayainft 
bim, (Heb. III. 18. if he continue ſo. The Un- 
believer, it he continue ſuch, is indeed as furt of 
Damnation, and of a Wrath unto the Uttermoſt, 
as it he were already faſt bound in the dark Ferters 


and impriſoned in the Tophet ordained of old. 


When CHRIST is offered, then a Peace is offered. 
Tne oder of a CHRIST, is an offer of Peace, to 
unbelieving Rebels. When a- CHRIST was born; 
triumphed 


JESUS is indeed, 1133. IX. 6. The Prince of Peace, 
An! He is called, Eph. II. 14. Our Peace. Be- 
cauſe, ] will not ſay, Then the Aſſyrian comes in- 
to our Land. but, when the Almighty comes 
cown it the black Garments of His Vengeance, 


to ſtriçe and tread us down in rhe Place of Dragons. 
Tan ) | 


get an lutereſt if a CHKIST, and in the Peace 
which He has wrought; an Intereſt in Peace with 
COD ; For, Rom, V. 1. Being juſſ iſied by 
Faith, we have Place with GOD, through our 
Lord JE US CHRIST. This jofers Peace of 
Conſcience; For, Faith and à Good Conſcience 
go han]! in hav. Moſt certain it is, the Aver. 


fin of GOD tor us, would have been Irrecon- 


B 2 __ Cilable 
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cilable; His Wrath againſt us Irremediable and 
Unappeaſable; and the Never. Dying Vorn, 
would be an Ever. gnawing one : Bur, FAITH, 


Faith, is that which brings all to Peace; And 


it may be ſaid of the Believer, as it was of Solomon, 
He has Peace on all fides round about bim. If a 
Soul become in this way a Son of Peace, then Peace 
will reſt upon it, But if it be not ſo, then ſhall 
be heard a Voice of Trembling and Fear, and 


not of Peace, IT conclude this Article as Peter“ 


concludes his Epiſtle: P-ace be with all them that 
are in CHRIST FESUSs., 


THE Second is, REPENTANCEF. *Tis our 
League with Sin, that produces a Var between 


GOD and Man. Your Imquities have ſeparated ! 2 


Indeed, the Sinner blefſes himſelf, ſaying, I ſhall 
have Peace. Bur what an Alarum of Var has 
GOD ſounded againſt him? [See Deut. XXIX 19,20] 


Where Joram ſaid unto Fehr, Is; it Peace, Fehu ? 


He anſwered, What Peace as long as the IWhore. 
dom & the Wiichcrafts are ſo many? So may 
it be ſaid unto the Impenitent Sumer, That Poace, 


as long as thy Indulged Tmpietie, are ſo many? 


And tnat Peal may be rung in hisEars ; far XLVIII. 
22. There is no Peace, ſaith my GOD, vunto the 
Wicked. Indeed, Let the wicked for ſake bis way, 
and the unjuſt man his thoughts, and All fhall 
be well. Bur, If be turn not, the Almighty 
hath whet a Sword, and bent a Bow; and prepared 
For him the Initruments of Death. Every Im- 
penitent Sinner, is a Deſpera'!o of that Number, 
LAct. V.39.) They are found even to fight 
againſt GOD; Vea, That ftreich ont their 
band againſt GOD, and {trengihben themſelves 


againſt 


Neliance on the Righteouſucls. of gur SAVIOUR: 
* E 3 e n 
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againſt the Almighty, and run upon Him, 
* upon His Neck, upon the thick Boſſes of 
His Buckler. Alas, The way of Peace they 
have not known, | 


THE S3incr Fights againſt Heaven, fo long 
as he Sins againit the GOD of Heaven, The 
Arms ot his Rebellion are the FFeapons of 
UnrighteouſueſS, Now Repentance, this lays 
gow, thoſe Arms of Rebellion; and like the 
Min in the Goſpel, the Sinner ſeeing that he 
cannot grapple with the Almighty, and 2 not. 

ranger than He, be humbles himſelf, and he 
d fire; Con lit ions of Peace. Ore Sin unrepented 


o, will iſſue in the Contuſion of the Soul. Had: 


Zimri Feace, who flew his Maſter? So, Shall 
wat Man hav: Pea.e, who tranfgreſſes the Law, 
and who tram pe on the Authority of his Maſter, 
a Maſter that is his Maker too, and his Gb? 


He alone is at Place with GOD, who is at War 


with Sin. 


THE Third is, HOLINESS. An Hoh Lifes. 
Jr is ſaid, Prov. XVI. 7, When a Mans Ways. 
pleaſe the Lord, his Enemies ſhall be at Peace- 
with him, Nea, Now not only the Hoſts of the: 
Lord, but the Lord of Hoſt; Himſelf, will bes- 
come his Friend; and his Exceeding- great Res 
ward, We read, Rom. VIII. 6. To be piritu- 
ally minded i Peace. Lea, all the ways of Wif< 
dom ar- paths of Peace; And at Laſt, Bebold- 
the upright man, for the End. of that man i 
Peace. Peace, is a Hiken Thread, ſtrung thro” 
the Actions of an Holy Life. Tho' without 3 


tor. 


6 Pure and Peaceable Wiſdom. 
for our Acceptance with GOD, our moſt Splen- 


did Services will give no other Peace, than that 
which will be [ike the Crackling of Thorns under . 


a Pot, and they who warm themſelves with the 
arks of their own kindling muſt lie down in 
rrow : Alas, the Ragged and Sordid Garments 


of our own RighteoufneſS, will never ſhelter 


our naked Souls from the Srorms of Divine 
Vengeance ; Yet I may fay, The Peace of a 
Believer, ariſes not only from his Juitification, 
bur from his 1 alſo. Thus we ſee 
the Lord owning the Generation of them that 
eek Him, with many Soul quietine Diſpenſations 
of His Providence. The Light of GOD ſhines 
on the Tabernacle of the Goody Man. The 


preſerving of his Garments undefiled, keep 


him trom the Horrors and Sorrowtu! Reflections 
of a Guilty Mind. And Laftly, A Good Days 
Vork meets with a Good Evening. Wages. And 
he fees the Bleſſing which rhe Saints of GOD 
in the ancient Days highly Prized; Even, To 
o to the Grave in Peace. Of all this I my 
fav, This is the Heritage of the Servants of the 
LORD. | 

WHO can expreſs the Sweet Cuiet ot Heart, 
and raviſhing Comfort of Soul, which a Lif: 
led in all Godlineſs & Honeſt) is attended 
withal! There is a Sweetneſ\, in the Work it 


Telf; ſuch, that the Servants of CHRIST have 


thought their very Work ro be their Wages, 
There is 2 Joyſul Serenity of Soul, that flows 
in and from 2 Courſe of Obedience ro GOD. 
A Conſcience void cf 0 Oy/en. e toward; GOD 
and towards Man, how peaceadle is it Let the 
Chrittian, who chro! Careleiacts haz fallen from 


GD, 
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GOD, and thro? an Evil Heart of Unbelief de- 


parted from Him, declare how much Salt Water, 


and how deep Humiliations it has coſt him, to 
obtain a recovery. Verily, Iſai. XXIII. 17. The 
work of Righteouſneſs, it ſhall be peace, To 


be daily beating down our Corruptions, and ftriv- 
ing againſt the Sins that eafily beſet us; Daily 


Endeavour ing to Grow in the Grace & Knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, getting on from 
Strength to Strength , Daily maintaining an 
lntimite Commumon with GOD; Shall not the 
Fruit of ths be, Peace, Peaze ® And, Is not 
this to know me, ſaith the Lord To Endur 
Hardneſs as gocd Soldiers of Feſus CHRIST; 
and Wor & out our own Salvation; and be always 

doing the Will and Work of our Heavenly Father; 
Is not this the way of Peace? Yea, Great Peace 

have they (O Lord,) that Love thy Law ! 


WE are to conſider, 


II. WHAT it is for us to KNOW the 
Things that belong to our Pee. 


Now, 


Firſt; THE Nature of the Things; we muft 
tavea Rieht Knowledge of That. So we read 


about, Knowing the Grace of G0. Ig nor ance. , 


3s indeed the Mother of Deſtruction. The Blind 
tall into the Ditch. The way to Heaven is a 
Narrow way; Ani tho! it be faid, The way- 
faring men, tho Fools, ſhall not err therein; 


yer fool ſh Man, who is born like the wild Aſſes 


C., mutt haye a CHRIST: for his Prophet, and 
Es 
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in. that way be ads Tiſe unto Salvation, or 
elſe be wili Err, and be for ever a Stranger to 


the way of peace. O Ignorant Creature, The 


Dar kneſ\, of thy Mind, will bring thee down to 
the Darkef\, of the Pit. Ignorance, Ah, Bloody 
Cut-rhroar unto Millions of Piccious and Immor. 
tal Souls“ How ſhoul.l People be Saved, with. 
out Knowing the wiy oi Salvation; or, Enjoy 


Peace without Knowing the w.y to tie Feruſa- 


lem? The Goſpel cf Peace is therefore ſuch an 
weſtimable Jewel ; KEccauſe we have the means 
of Knowledge in it. 


IT Was once preſcribeq, Acquaint thy ſelf 


with GOD, and. be at peace. Even ſo, Let 
People Acquarnt themfciv-s with Faith, and with 
Repentance, aud with H. line, if they would 
ſeek peace and pu ſue it. 


THERE are My7:ries in Faith. People often 
dclude themſelves with an Fiiftcrical Faith. as 


if ir were enough to yield ſome Kind of Aſfent 


unto the Truth; or with a preſumptnons Faith, 
taking it for granted that their Sins are pardon» 
ed, whether ever they have with a diſtreſſed 
Soul ſought for it, or no; or with an Imper- 
Fett Farth, receiving a CHRIST in ſome of His 
Offices, but not in all of them. So, forſooth, 


now they have Commenced Believers, 


REPENTANCE has Myfteries in it. Hence 
People fancy, and h.rbour Conceits, that now 
and then, a, Lord, Forgive me ) Or, A few 
fleight Convittzons of what they have donc when 
they. hape Sinned; Or the Reluctancies — » 

| 432473. 
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Heart ſiniting of them, and roaring terrible 


things upon them, and compelling them to fall 


down on their Knees, and come to ſome Good 
Reſolut ions never to Offend in the like ſort again; 


or ſome Terrors of the Law, which are like 


the Flaſhes of Hell- fire already ſingeing of them; 
— are the Repentance not to be Repented 
of. 


HOLINESS has Myſteries in it. Hence 
Feople rake an! miſtake, a few Formal Duties, 
or ſuch Things as are the meer Bark or Shell 
of Religion; A Partial Obedience; or ſome 
noralie Works done, but chen vainy truſted in, 
(and fo, but Splendid Sint after all“) =—To 
be the Obedience of Faith, and the Godlineſs 
which bas the Promiſe. 8 | 


MANY fear much about Faith, and Re- 
pen on e, and Holineſ, who never arrive to 
any other, than a Super ticial Knowledge of theſe 


Taines; They have no rea] I:fizhe into them. 


Trey lie, Zultitudes, multitudes, in the Valley 
o* Ferfition ; And jt the Enquiry be, bo bas 
dne this ® The Reply muſt be that; Hoſea 
I\ 6. My People are deſtroyed for the lack of 
Ku wledge. | | | 5 | | 


Secondly, THE Things are to be Prized, 
Valued, Efteemed ; There muſt be ſeen an 
Excellency in them. To Know is ro know the 
Wirth of them, Faith is to be Prized, as, 2 
Pet. I 1. Precious Faith. Repentance is to be 


| Prized, as, 2 Cor, VII. 10. Not to be Repented 


of. Hol in , is to be Prized, as, 1 Tim. "Y 8. 
ro- 


* . m ˙ — 
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Profitable unts all Things. Indeed, The Bru. 
t iſo Man knows not, neither does the Fool under. 
ſtand this. The Blind, and Hard, and Sortriſh 


Hearts of Sinful Men, don't Think of theſe 
Things. Jeruſalem did not think, that if ſhe 


Never enced the Son of GOD, and Repented ef 


the Evil of her Doings, and Hearkened unio 
GOD, and Walked in His Ways, then her Peace 
Would have been as a River, and ber Riph- 


tecuſneſS as the Waves of the Sea. The Anti- 


type of David would have prayed for the Peacs 


of Fernſalem, yea, have given Peace to it. Bi 
GOD and Father, would have fail, Peace be 


within thee ! Put not knowing the Tbings that 


belonged unto their Peace, not Knowing or 
Thinxing how much they ſhould find their Ac- 
count in t! ofz Things, the Lori of the Vite. 
yard came, and deſtroyed the Wicked Men, 


THUS 'tis, with a World of Men and Wo- 


men in the World. Cumbered with many 


Things, they will not ſee, that the coming to a 


CHRIST is the One Thing that 3s needful for 


them. A Laodicea in yo well enougb with- 
cut the Gold, an Garment, an] Efe. Salve 
of her S AN IO0jj CU R Many ſav, The Stolen 
Waters are Sweet. Mary fay, What is the Al- 


mighty that we ſhonld Ser ve Him, and what 


profit uu we have if we pray unto Him? 
To have this Blinancls removed, and the Scales 


drop from «ur Eyes; wid hive a New, Clear, 


Sercrg, Sight of the Eſtimate which js to be 
mae of rhe Things which ae 151 ſeen, and 


hich attect our F tern H ppineſs ; This, 
Iris is ro Know the Thing, belonging to our 


. A. . 


known and felt by us. 
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peace. They who have ſtudied the Style of the 


Scripture, tell us, Words of Knowledge imply 
Affection. So when our SAVIOUR fays 
to ſome, 1 never knew you, He means, 1 ne. 
ver liked you. Which is what He- will ſay to 
them, who Rnow not hat we are now ſpeak. 
ing of. Reprobale Silver, the Lord has Re- 
jetted them, 


Thirdly, THE Things are to be Clofed with- 
al, To know Sin, [ Ifaiah LIX. x2. | is, to be 
a Sinnen; To know the only True GOD, 
and FESUS CHRIST whom He hath ſent, 
is to Cleave unto Him. To know Faith, is to 
be 2 Bclicver. To know Repentance, is to be a 
penitent. To Kknow® Holineſi is to be Obe di- 
ent, and Holy in all manner of Converſation. 
'Tis an Experunental Knowledge in theſe 
things, that is the only profitable Knowledge. 
TIney are like the New Name whereof we 
real, Rev. II 17. No man knows it but be 
that Hs it. The Chriſtian muſt hay“ an, 
Inu Faiften; | a, Something within; Some 
Dwine Sparks of a Snpernatural Knowledge, 
that give him other Viſitors ot theſe Heavenly 
Things, than what choſe have, who can only tak 
lie Parrots of them, Regeneration mult be 
in another manner than 
by a Nicode nis. Faith, and Repentan:e, and 
Ho'mfs mult be known with a ſenible Experi- 
ence ot thoſe things. Ir muſt be an [mpreſſire 
Knowl age. There mult be ſuch an Tmpreſſion 
of thoſe things upon us, as to give us a very 
Lively) Apprebenſion of them. To Know them, 
is to Tafte chem; to Taſte theſe powers of 

the 
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the World to come; To Live them, and ſo have 
the Life of GOD within us. 


WE are to Conſider, 


III. WHEN may it be ſaid, That we have 
OUR DAY Vouchſafed us to Know the Things 
belonging to our Peace, 


THE true and proper Limits of our DAY, 
will be found in the lotions of the Holy SIIKIT 
upon us. Bur then there are ſome Orier 
Things, which ſo far make Our Day, that be- 
ture Our Day is done, when they are gone; 
tho' it may alſo be done before ir. 


Firſt. DAY Laſts as long as Life laſts. 


IN this, the Children of GOT) have Their 
Day. They are therefore ſo iaſtructed; John 
IX. + I muft Work while it iz Day ; the 
Night comes in which no Alan can Iork, 
Our Time of Living, is our Time for I crking, 
As the Fourth Commandment has it, Six 
Days ſhalt thou TFork and Reſt the Screntb: 


So GOD fends us into the World, amd favs, 1 
have ſome Work for thee to do; ſome Glory 


to be brought about by thee in the World , "Thou 
haſt but a little Time to do it in. Hat thy 
Hand finds to do, do it with thy might. I 


have betruited thee with ſome Talemts, I- 


prove them Faithfully, Prudently, Diligently. 
And when I ſend my Meſſenger DEATH to call 
thee, thou ſhall find a Crown reſer vcd for thee, 


SEA, 


= 


YFA, and in this they that lie ſtill Dead in 
their Lreſpaſſes and Sins, have Their Day too. 
GOD is all their Days Calling on them; 
Stretching out His Hands unto them all the 
Day long Farneſtly Calling, How long, ys 
Fools; Will you hate Knowledge? But when 
the Term of Life is juſt Expirinz, and the laſt 
Sind in the Glais is running, and He has con- 
tinued inviting them into His Vineyard, until 
te Eleventh Hour be our, and the Laſt Hour 
he upon them; and their Deſtruction c mes 
a» a Whirlwind, GOD then laughs at their 
Deſtructien, and leaves them in the Dimneſs 
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ot the Anguiſh of Death, and the Griping Talons 


of a dreadful Eternity The Living, The Liv- 
ing, They may Praiſe GOD, and get into 
Peace with G. But they that go down 
into the Pit cannot Hope for any more. The 
Things of cur Peace have taken an Eternal 
Far.well of them. -” 


Secon ly, THE Means of Grace, help to 
make Our Day for us. The Old World, 
vw hoſe Foundation was ovcrflown with a Flood, 


enjoyed a Day, while they had Noab, a Preach- 


er of Righteouſneſſ among them. This Preach. 
ing was no ſooner over, but their Day was done. 
Cries to Heaven for Succour were now to lit- 
rle Purpoſe. The Ark being now ſhut, the 


Far of GOD was alſo ſhur upon them. Sodom 


had a Day, whilſt Righteous Lot was bearing 
his Teſtimonies there. Bur when he is gone, 
their Day goes with him. The Vengeance of 
Eternal Fire ſeizes them. They ſadly found, 

Cc when 
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when the Month of GOT) leaves off Speaking, his 


Ear leavts off Hearing too. When the Means 
of Grace are gone from a People, Their Day iz 


over with them. It is often ſo, that upon the 


Death of an Excellent Miniſter, the People that 
| had his Light for a Seaſon, but would not be 
brought home to GOD, have Their Day brought 
unto a Period. GOD leaves them under an Ever- 
laſting Obduratior. He Reſolves, T'bey ſhall never 
taſte of my Supper Never Enter into my 
Reft. wy 


Thirdly, OUR Day is Enlightened, when it is 


accompanied with many Opportunities ro make 
Jure of The Things belonging to our Peace, A 
| Peaceable Time with us, and a Proſperous Con- 


dition, makes a Day to ſhine upon us. A Day 


of Proſperity, Oh | how much is it to be im- 
proved with us! We generally allow, that Ad- 


wverſily has a Voice in it: GOD Speaks to us 


by our Affiftions. hut in Proſperity our Fat 


Hearts are inferſfible of any thing ſpoke to us: 


As if Mercy were a very Dumb Thing indee\ : 
Whereas, Jer. XXII. 21. 1 ſpake to thee in thy 
Proſperity, ſaith the Lord. The Still Voice of 
Proſperity is not ſo plainly heard, as the Thun- 


der and the Tempeſt and the Whirlwind of 


Calamity : Yet there is the Voice of GOD in it. 
And what is the Voice but This; Oh ! That thu 
man would now know the Things of his Peace, 
at leaf? in this his Day What bur This; Ob: 


That this man were wiſe, and would conſider bi: 


latter End. How pittyable the Caſe of Feru- 


Salem ? Lam. I. 7. Jeruſalem remembred in 


the days of her Afiittion and of ber Af 


and Live unto GOD, there ſhall be nothing to 
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al her pleaſant things that ſhe bad in the days of 
old! So it is; Many a Man lives in the Enjoy- 
ment of pleaſant things; If he will Now Turn 


diſturb him, nothing to divert him. He loiters 
the Time away; His Lufts like noiſome Inſects, 
do but multiply by the Sune-ſhine. Ar laſt, 2 
provoked GOD comes with heavy Blows, with 
bitter, blaſting, ruining Strokes of His Indignation; 
Strips him of all his Comforrable Advantages ; and 
now the poor Man cannot Serve GOD as once he 
could; His Way is every where bedged up with 
Thorns ; and he bath nothing left, bur a grievous 
Reflection on his Expired Opportunities. 


A Mans Praſperous Time is often his Proba- 
tion Time, If he be not NO V brought home 
to GOD, he ſhall never be ſo. Saul Exalted and 
Victorious, falling into a Remarkable Diſobedi= 
ence, never fees a Good Day after it. | 


HENCE tis, that Early Religion is to be 
Commended unro us. Children, If ever you 
would Serve GOD with Comfort, Begin Betimes 
to do it; Betimes, before the Evil Days come, 


whereot you will f have no pleaſure i 
them. you Wil n. Picaſure 278 


Fourthly. THE Hoy SPIRIT of GOD at 
work upon the Soul ; This conſtitutes Our Day 
in the faireſt and brighteſt Appearance of it. The 


other Circumſtances give Time ro us; T's does 


uvelt us with Opportunity, The Opporiuhity 


to approach and addreſs rhe Maſter of the 


Houſe mult be betore, Luk. 13. 25. He bat h 
F „ 
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riſen up, and ſhut to the Door, Men may ſt 
under the Goſpel all their Days; But they will 


Him while He is near, There is a Time when 
ftand at the Door and knock. The Soul which 


Then does Open to Him, is an Happy Soul. Bur, 
thy Delays, O Dilatory Scul, may render thee 


would have Inberited the Bleſſing, miſs'd of it, 
tho' he Song bt it carefully with Tearz, We 


The Godly themſelves may pay dear tor their 


Himſelf and is gone may be the Conſe- 
qquence. But this is that which above all iſſues in 


in them, tor the Things thit are Holy and Fuft 
and Good. They have ſuch an Opportunity to 


an Entrance into the Land of Promiſe. They 
meplect it; And now, when they come 00 Late, 
and Veep unto the LORD, the LORD will not 


they come with the Fooliſh Virgins, and cry, 
Lord, Lord, Open to me the cry avail 
nothing; He anſwers, I know you not. 


FOR this Cauſe ir is, that the Bible doe: 
znſiſt fo much upon preſent Obedience. Tus, 
Eccleſ. XII. 1. Remember NOIW thy Creator, 


not come into the Peace of GOD, except the. 
Lei Him while He may be found, and call up 


our SAVIOUR ſays, Rev. III. 20. Bebold, 1 
like Eſau, who Afterwards, when he came, and 


ſhould, as we ſay, Strike while the Iron is bot. 


Neglect of doing ſo. My Beloved has withdrawn 


the Perdition of Ungodly Men. The SPIRIT 
of GOD iſits them with His Motions. He does 
it in Sermons; He does it in Troubles; He doe: 
it in various Methods, He ſtirs up Afﬀettion 


enter the Strait Gate, as ehe Iſraelites had tor 


| hearken to them. The Door ie now ſhut, and i 


Tho; 
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pany Salvation. 


Hoſea VI. 3. Follow on to Know. 
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Thus, Jer. XXV. 5. Turn ye NOW every 
One from bis Evil Way. Thus, 2 Cor. VI. 


2. Behold, NOW is the Acceptable Time, 


NO Vis the Day of Salvation. q. d. This 
3s all the Day you are ſure of; Loſe this 


NOW, and you ſhall never have another. 


Look into the Third Chaprer to the Hebrews ; 
'Tis urged there, To DAY if you will bear 
His Foice. An! over an! over again it comes, 
To Day! To Day! As it rhe 
taking of, To Day, were that which Eternity 


depended on. 


AND now, My Brethren , Will you Know 
the Things of your Peace? O Unregenerates, 
Defer nor a Moment the Things that Accom- 
Vea, Let none remain at all 
Unacquainted with the Things which muſt be 
done by all that would be Saved. It you do 
Know ſomething of them, Take that Advice, 
Perhaps, 
My Friend, Thy Faith, and Repentance, and 
Holin:ff, may be yer but at the beſt as a 
Grain of Muſtard Seed, Yea, The beit of 
us all have need of more Grace than we have, 
You are not yet come to Perfection. Certain- 


h. You need more Weanedneſs from the World. 
more Heavenly- Mindedneſs, more Fervency of 


Spirit in Serving the Lord; a more United 
Heart in Fearing of His Name; a more 


| Feit. Abafing, and CHRIST. Exalting Diſpoſition, 


Miy nor the beſt of us Complain, My Lean- 
ne My Leanne! Yea, May they not 
come into the Herd with Pharaob's Lean Kine, 
which though they had Eaten much, it could 


not 
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not be known, that they had Eaten at all | 
Truly, When our GOD comes to look upon 
us, He may ſay, Be aftoniſhed, O ye Heaven, 
Ts this the People whom I fed ſo daintily ? 
Fed with my Word and Sacraments , yea, Fed 
with my Son! Are theſe the Perſons, whom J 
Made to fit down at my Table, fit down at 4 
Feaft of Fat things full of Marrow, of Wine 
on the Lees well-refined 0 Ephraim. What 
ſhall J do unto thee? O Judah, hat ſhall I 
do unto thee ® Oh That the Things of our 
Peace were better Kn un among us! But then, 


Ihe Day f our Peace mult be fo too. In 


the Day for that Purpoſe beſtowed upon us, Let 
us Freſs after the fulleſt Knowledge of theſe Ne- 


cefſary Things. The Time we now ſpend in 


the Exerciſes of Religion, be aſſured, O Travel- 
ler towards another World, It will be no grief 
of Mind unto thee another day. Rel:gion, 


"Tis thy Buſineſs, Mike ir ſo ; and Mind not 


thy Inn more than thy Home, Soul Bound 
for Heaven, In thy Opportunities to Know the 
Things of thy Peace, and make ſure of Ever. 


Hi Peace, What @ Price is there put into thy | 


Hand? Oh ! Let jr not be in the Hand of a 
Fol. My Friends, Our Formation this Day 
into a RELIGIOUS SOCIETY brings the 
| Things of cur Peace near unto us. and gives us 
a Day to know thoſe Things; and urniſhes us 
with Uncommon Advantages tor the petting 
and the doing of Good. As Aofes of old wiſh- 
ed, Oh ' that they wereIWiſe ; Give my Stammer- 
ine Tongue leave ro ſay; O. Thar we knew the 
Day of our Viſitation ; and ſo Numbred our Days 
as to apply cur Hearts unto IW:ſdom !| -<k 
| That 


count of it! 
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That the Day cf our Peace were duly perceived 
and obſerved with us, and highly accounted of, 
and ſo husbanded, that we may give a good Ac- 
Oh! Tiat we may fo Improve our 
Incſtimable Opportunities, to Converſe with our 
SAVIOUR, and become Full of Goodneſs, and 


Build up our ſelves and one anotner in the moſt 


holy Faith, as that when we are to be taken 
trom theſe Opportunities, we may be found ſo 
doing, and hear it ſaid, Nell. done, Good and 
Fait hf l Servant, Enter into the Joy of thy 
LORD. 
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